RIEVAULX

though after Bannockburn Edward II lay hidden there while
the Scots ravaged the surrounding country. The Dissolution,
which destroyed Rievaulx, has still left it one of the most
beautiful of ruined abbeys because of its incomparable situ-
ation.

The example of Rievaulx fired some of the monks of the
Benedictine Abbey of St. Mary's, York. Their life seemed to
them too full of ease compared to the austerity of the Cister-
cians. Accordingly thirteen of the brethren, numbering
among them their Prior Richard, begged permission from the
Abbot to withdraw in order to follow the Cistercian rule. The
Abbot, feeling that their action would reflect upon the repu-
tation of his own House, indignantly refused. The Prior,
however, appealed to Archbishop Turstin, the friend of St.
Bernard, who in October 1133 arrived at St. Mary's with his
retinue to decide the matter. At the door of the Chapter
House the Archbishop's entry was barred by the Abbot and a
crowd of excited monks. When Turstin threatened their
church with an interdict he was answered with shouts of
* Interdict it for a 100 years for all we care! * A riot ensued
in which the monks tried to carry off Prior Richard and his
companions to prison, but the Archbishop succeeded in making
his way with them into the church, where they remained in a
state of siege. At length, the excitement having died down, the
Archbishop returned to Ripon taking with him the seceding
monks,

In December, the Archbishop set out with the monks to
the lonely valley of the river Skell, which, with the neighbour-
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